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F L O O D P L A I N  R E G U L A T O R Y  M O D E L S

ZONING FLOOD 
RESILIENCY BYLAW

Exceeds minimum 
requirements and based on 
documented challenges, 
floodplain zoning 
standards to protect public 
health/safety/welfare from the 
effects of coastal flooding and 
to promote resiliency

COASTAL RESILIENCY 
BYLAW

Consistent with Wetlands 
Protection Act, protects 
natural resources from the 
impacts of development 
within the current floodplain, 
and allows for regulation of 
future floodplain to support 
natural resource function

COASTAL RESILIENCY 
REGULATIONS

Supports the Coastal 
Resiliency Bylaw, provides 
guidance and performance 
standards for development in 
the current floodplain (Land 
Subject to Coastal Storm 
Flowage) and areas likely to 
be vulnerable in the future
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O V E R V I E W

Model Coastal 
Resiliency 
Bylaw and 
Regulations

General performance standards: 
Coastal Resilience Zone or CRZ

Standards for the V Zone, 
Coastal A Zone (MoWA), and A Zone (MiWA)

Presumptions

Preamble and Purpose

Jurisdiction

Definitions

























• No Berms or 
Seawalls

• No new septic
• No new 

impervious patio
• No hazardous 

materials

• Provisions to allow 
for Substantial 
Damage or 
Improvement

• Fill









Discussion



Model Coastal 
Resiliency 
Bylaw and 
Regulations

Options within the models allow towns to be more or 
less restrictive:

§ Types of allowable development in each coastal 
zone (V, Coastal A, A, etc.)

§ How to define what is a “substantial improvement” 
or “substantial damage”

§ Use of assessed value v market value
§ Inclusion of historic structures

§ Elevation of structures: to what height 
requirements?

D e c i s i o n  P o i n t s


